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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

GRAND CHIEF CALLS FOR STATE OF EMERGENCY, ASSISTANCE FROM
ARMED FORCES, DUE TO FOREST FIRE THREAT
THUNDER BAY, ON: Nishnawbe Aski Nation (NAN) Grand Chief Stan Beardy today
called on the governments of Canada and Ontario to commit all available emergency
resources to assist First Nation communities under immediate threat by forest fires raging
across Northwestern Ontario.
“I am calling on the Government of Canada to mobilize all available resources, including
the Armed Forces, to ensure that enough aircraft are available to evacuate First Nations at
a moment’s notice. I am also asking the Province of Ontario to declare a state of
emergency so that all necessary resources can be directed to protect the health and safety
of the residents of these communities,” said NAN Grand Chief Stan Beardy. “Many
remote First Nations under imminent threat from these fires rely completely on air
transportation. There is a very real danger that heavy smoke from these fires could
prevent aircraft from landing, making it impossible to get people out safely if an
evacuation is ordered.”
More than 115 forest fires are currently raging across Northwestern Ontario, placing
thousands of residents of NAN communities in immediate danger from growing fires and
dense smoke. The threat is expected to reach critical levels over the next few days.
To date, as many as 200 residents of Keewaywin First Nation were evacuated to
Winnipeg Monday evening after 197 residents were evacuated Sunday. Eighty residents
of Cat Lake First Nation have been evacuated to Dryden and 170 residents of North Spirit
Lake First Nation have been evacuated to Greenstone. About 750 residents of Sandy
Lake First Nation have been evacuated to Thunder Bay, and 230 residents of Kingfisher
Lake First Nation are on standby for evacuation.
NAN is asking northwestern cities and municipalities to continue to assist by providing
emergency shelters for as many as 5,000 residents who could be forced to flee their
homes this week. Host communities including Thunder Bay, Winnipeg, Fort Frances,
Dryden, Geraldton and Red Lake have already received or are preparing to receive
evacuees.
“We recognize that the high instance of forest fires in Northern Ontario is putting a
tremendous strain on emergency services but we have to ensure that adequate resources
are available to evacuate all residents of communities under immediate threat,” said

Beardy. “The danger is very real, and we need assurances that Elders, young children and
people with respiratory problems will be able to be evacuated before the situation
worsens.”
Nishnawbe Aski Nation is a political territorial organization representing 49 First Nation
communities in James Bay Treaty No. 9 and Ontario portions of Treaty No. 5 – an area
covering two thirds of the province of Ontario.
***
For more information please contact Julaine Trudeau, Communications – Nishnawbe Aski Nation (807) 6254978, (613) 618-4946 mobile or by email jtrudeau@nan.on.ca.

