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NAN SUPPORTS KASHECHEWAN’S DECISION TO WITHDRAW FROM NAPS
THUNDER BAY, ON: Nishnawbe Aski Nation (NAN) Grand Chief Stan Beardy and
the NAN Executive Council expressed support for Kashechewan First Nation Chief
Jonathon Solomon’s decision to withdraw from its current policing agreement with
Nishnawbe Aski Police Service (NAPS) after a breakdown in negotiations between the
police service and the governments of Ontario and Canada.
“The decision by Kashechewan demonstrates the need to resolve the ongoing
infrastructure challenges of NAPS not only in Kashechewan, but across NAN territory, as
police detachments in almost all of our communities are unable to meet basic operational
standards,” said NAN Grand Chief Stan Beardy. “The policing needs in NAN
communities simply cannot be met under the federal government’s cap on police
funding.”
On Wednesday, Chief Solomon gave NAPS notice of a 90-day grace period for the James
Bay coastal community to find an alternative policing option, citing ongoing concerns for
the health and safety of his community and NAPS officers.
In the spring of this year, Solomon announced a 30-day deadline demanding both the
Government of Ontario and the Government of Canada address the growing policing
crisis in his remote community of approximately 1500 people. He later extended this
deadline based on a commitment by both governments to negotiate together with NAPS a
long-term strategy addressing the ongoing and cumulative infrastructure challenges
experienced by the police service.
“We have spent 14 years negotiating with various levels of government with little
progress in addressing the gap between the quality of police services in the Nishnawbe
Aski Nation and the rest of the province,” said Beardy. “It’s time that governments start
taking action to address the social challenges of our communities.”
NAPS is funded 48% by the Government of Ontario and 52% by the Government of
Canada and serves 39 of NAN’s 49 communities. Despite negotiations to address
infrastructure needs with provincial and federal representatives since 1994, only one
NAPS detachment meets national building code standards.
The police service was forced to close two detachments in February after reporting failure
to meet basic needs such as proper lighting, washroom facilities, monitoring capabilities,

and cell construction. In addition, the NAPS detachment in Wunnumin Lake First Nation
was closed March 20 for the same reasons, particularly the lack of washroom facilities
and use of slop pails as displayed in the short documentary film NAPS: A Sacred Calling
(2008).
Nishnawbe Aski Nation is a political territorial organization representing 49 First Nation
communities in James Bay Treaty 9 and Ontario portions of Treaty 5 – an area covering twothirds of the province of Ontario. Kashechewan is one of NAN’s communities and is part of
Mushkegowuk Tribal Council.
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